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boarded and  detained,  under strong suspicion ot
their being engaged in the slave-trade.

At nine o'clock, the King of Baracouta, accom-
panied by his brother and five or six other chiefs,
came on board according to promise, and without
betraying any symptoms of timidity. The party
were immediately conducted to the captain's cabin,
and entertained with wine and biscuit, which they
appeared to partake of with considerable relish.
His Majesty, however, had not come unprovided,
his canoe having been stored with some calabashes
of palm-wine, which he sent for and distributed
freely. We partook of this wholesome beverage,
but some of the natives mixed it with Madeira.
I must not omit to mention that, whether as a point
of etiquette, or intended as an expression of grati-
tude for the attentions they were receiving, the
King, and his Chiefs, were particularly desirous of
rubbing their long beards against those of our
party who happened to be possessed of a similar
ornament. Amongst other circumstances which
gave them satisfaction, they were highly grati-
fied by sitting on our chairs; and we have since
learned, that, in their own residences, they are in
the habit of using logs of wood for this purpose, a
custom differing from many of the African nations.

A description of their dress, which was in the
most fanciful savage taste, cannot fail to be inter-
esting. In the first place, the body was completely
smeared over with the kind of paint I have before